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Unpacking the Book 
#6 Conquest and Settlement of Canaan 

I. The Stages of Israel’s Journey 

A. It took approximately 24 months for Israel to travel from Egypt to Kadesh Barnea. 

B. The debacle at Kadesh Barnea – Num. 14:20-38, Deut. 1:34-40. Note the sentence: vs. 23, 
30-35. 

C. Moses’ mistake – Num. 20:13 

D. The Talking Donkey – Num. 22-24 

E. The record of Israel’s wanderings – Num 33:1-48 and Deut. 2:14  
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II. Joshua leads the conquest of Canaan 

Pay special attention to the scope of their assignment: Num. 33:51-56. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The Visual Resource Book, p.45) 
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A. The Military Efforts: 

Took 6 years. They did not complete the job. 

1. The Central Campaign: 

Focused on the cities of Jericho and Ai and then the cities of the western foothills. 
***The story of Rahab fits here (Joshua 2) 

2. The Southern Campaign: 

Focused cities such as Lachish, Debir, Libnah, Eglon and Makkedah. 

3. The Northern Campaign: 

Focused on the area west and north of the Sea of Galilee. 

B. Some important biblical stories that take place during this time. 

1. Rahab and the spies (Josh 2) 

2. Fall of Jericho (Josh 5:13-6:27) 

3. The sun stands still (Josh. 10:1-15) 
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(Holman, p. 124) 



 

 

2012-2013 Lessons\2102-10-23 - 5 -

C. Towns for the Levites 

1. Remember the job assigned to the Levites – to assist the priests (Aaron and his sons) 
with the work at the Tabernacle and Temple.  See Nu. 3:5-9, 1 Chron. 23:28-32. 

2. The Levites were not allocated land.  See. Num. 35:1-5, Deut. 14:27. 

D. The Tabernacle was set up at Shiloh. See Deut. 12:4-15, Josh. 18:1-2, Jer. 7:12 

III. The Cities of Refuge 

Hebron, Bezer, Schechem, Ramoth-Gilead, Golan and Kedesh 

IV. So What? 

The cities of refuge represent Jesus Christ (see Hebrews 6:18-20). They were provided by 
God as an expression of grace.  He initiated the process (John 6:44, Eph. 2:1), He provided 
the means (Rom. 3:25, Acts 4:19), He saves those who believe (Acts 16:31), and He keeps in 
safety those whom He saves (1 Pet. 1:5). 

Discussion Question: 

How do Old Testament historical facts relate to New Testament Christians? What is the 
summary point that Paul is making in 1 Cor. 10:1-6? 


